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1 Corinthians 8 

� Examine Paul’s argument in 1 

Corinthians 8:4-13.  What are the steps 

he takes?   Why might this have 

relevance to us who do not deal with 

food from pagan temples? 

� Assuming for a moment that no one else 

was affected, does the universal 

sovereignty of God and Christ (vv4-6) 

mean that we would be entirely free to 

associate with false worship?  (cf eg 1 

Cor 10:14-22) 

� What are the characteristics of a “weak” 

person?  How are they to be 

distinguished from an awkward person, 

a false teacher or a petty legalist?  How 

should we deal with these different 

kinds of people? 

� How does Paul say that we should 

balance our freedom with our concern 

for the weak (v13)?  Is this lifestyle 

sustainable? 

� The root issue seems to be addressed in 

v1 - the tension between love and 

knowledge.  What does a “knowledge 

person” look like?  How can we be 

deeply committed to love? 
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