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1 Samuel 5-6 

(These questions rely more heavily than 

usual on the interpretive keys offered in the 

sermon.  Please listen to or read this to help 

you.) 

� These two chapters are about the 

Philistines, their god Dagon, and their 

attitude to the ark of God.  Discuss how 

these ancient events might have 

relevance to us today? 

� The Philistines initially think that they 

have defeated both Israel and their God.  

Plot how they come to learn otherwise.  

Do you think our modern society thinks 

that it has defeated, overcome or 

superseded the Christian God?  Are 

there signs today that this is not true? 

� The Philistines slowly come to a vague 

understanding of how they need to treat 

the God of Israel.  What are the main 

elements of this?  In what ways are they 

right and in what ways are they 

misguided? 

� Today’s world is full of people who 

think in one way or another like the 

Philistines in these chapters.  How can 

we as Christians help them to see the 

truth about Jesus? 
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