Questions for
Homegroups

Ezra 4-6

At the beginning of Ezra 4 the Israelites
reject the help of the surrounding people
despite the fact that they will later accept
money from Persian treasuries, and wood
from Lebanon etc. How do God’s people
decide who they will cooperate with and
who not? How does this affect our
cooperation with other churches or with the
state?

The Israelites had to persevere for
generations in their building project.
Survey Ezra 4-6 and list the things that
frustrated them, and what helped them keep
going. Does this change your attitude to
your own personal perseverance?

Israel is now unable to defend herself by
force of arms as she did in previous
generations. Think through how this change
follows through into the New Testament.
How does the defencelessness of God’s
people affect their life and witness? How
does this affect our modern attitude to what
it means to be a church in a non-Christian
country?

What is the most important lesson that you
have learned this evening?
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